THE ALLIED   SOVEREIGNS                    45

which should afterwards join the Alliance would be
understood to have pledged itself to lend the aid of
its arms and its troops to put down whatever might
be defined as revolutionary agitation. The deliberate
purpose of the Holy Alliance was to restore the
dethroned Princes and Grand Dukes everywhere, to
set up again the Divine right of Kings in France and
everywhere else over which their power extended, to
bring back to France the old clays and the old ways
of the Bourbon, and to establish as the reign of law
the principle-that one despot was bound to assist
another in maintaining a despotic authority; but that
one people was not free to help itself or any other
people to liberty.

The Holy Alliance, in fact, quite overdid its work.
The Allied Sovereigns took no account of time ; the
season was not one when an enlightened philosophy
had much influence over political action ; and the
two Emperors and the King did not understand that
there was anything like a law of political develop-
ment. So they went to work with their cheery faith
in their own power to stop the movement of time and
the process of growth. The influence they afterwards
obtained over the Councils of reactionary dynasties
in France and Spain became the principal means of
upsetting the whole fabric on which the Holy Alliance
was founded. When the Duke of Wellington heard
of the Treaty, he gave it but a cold reception, and
said something to the effect that he thought the
Sovereign and the Government of England would
ask for a somewhat more explicit and practical state-
ment as to the actual purposes of the Alliance.